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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE MAY 
 

May 3 
MS/HS PTA  

Reflections Awards 
7PM @ HS 

 
May 7 

Grade 6 Recreation Day 
3:30-4:30 PM  

 
May 12 

Grade 6/7 Parents 
Sports Info. Mtg. 

6:00 PM @ HS 
 

May 13 
Spring Concert II 

7 PM @ MS  
 

May 14 
Grade 6 Recreation Day 

3:30-4:30 PM 
 

May 17 
Spring Concert III 

7PM @ HS 
 

May 18 
Budget Vote 

7:00 AM-10:00 PM @ HS 
 

May 20 
PTA Mtg./Volunteer  

Breakfast 
9:30 AM @ MS 

 
May 21 

Grade 6 Recreation Day 
3:30-4:30 PM 

 
PTA hosts Teacher/Staff  

Appreciation Day 
 

May 31 
No School 

Memorial Day Parade  
 10 AM 
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Maria Cafaro—Editor 

Dear Parents, 

If you pick up a newspaper, you’ll soon see that the latest educational trend from 
Washington D.C. is national standards – that there needs to be a consistent nation-
wide core curriculum of the major academic disciplines across all states. A central 
belief of this movement is that a Common Core of Standards will result in higher 
quality learning and equity for all children across the country; that is, a student in 
rural Alaska would have the same high academic curriculum and assessments as 
a student in suburban New York. For the states opting into the new national cur-
riculum, they will only be allowed to supplement the national Common Core of 
Standards with a small percentage of additional material….practically speaking, 
there will soon be one national curriculum across the United States. 

I understand the best of intentions of this newly emphasized standards-based 
movement.  I originally embraced No Child Left Behind, despite the colossal 
amount of resultant yearly exams, since it held schools accountable for the per-
formance of historically underachieving subgroups of students and enabled 
schools to compare their performance level with neighboring schools. Neverthe-
less, I do have concerns with a national curriculum initiative. Under No Child Left 
Behind, even though schools were held accountable, our own state was responsi-
ble for curriculum. Of course, high school students already take private national 
exams such as the SAT, ACT and advanced placement exams which ensure a 
common national curriculum expectation.  What is different about this new move-
ment is the idea of a national curriculum. Personally, I always felt that our Found-
ing Fathers through the Constitution were correct to establish Federalism – to de-
centralize power, to clearly separate powers between the national and state gov-
ernments….with education being within the purview of the States and local gov-
ernments.  A national curriculum seems to me to infringe on this great tradition of 
education independence. Let us all hope that the Common Core of Standards is a 
trend that serves our children well in the future. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

ERB Writing Assessment 
 Seventh grade students will be taking the ERB Writing Assessment in their English classes on May 20-21, 2010. 
Mrs. Bernadette Arnone, English Curriculum Coordinator, explains, “The WrAP is a nonfiction writing assessment pro-
gram which will be given to our 7th grade students in May. Students will clarify or define various points of view, posi-
tions or possible courses of action as viable solutions to a problematic situation through supporting facts or arguments. 
This assessment is used to get a general sense of our overall writing program’s effectiveness over multiple years and 
thus, helps us to target instruction in writing.  We will provide parents with a copy of their own child’s test results.” 

Reminder: Calendar Change 

 Due to a snow day, school will be in session Friday, May 28, 2010. 

New York State Science Performance Assessment 
 Students in grade 8 will be taking the Science Performance Assessment on Tuesday, May 25, 2010.  Students 
should be prepared with several sharpened #2 pencils. 

Concert Etiquette 
 Concert season is here again! In order to model proper etiquette for the students, please refrain from the follow-
ing during concert performances: using cell phones, shouting out names of students, using flash photography, eating, 
drinking or chewing gum, and talking or leaving the auditorium during performances. 
 Please do not allow young children to run through the aisles during performances.  We also ask that you 
quickly remove any children who cry or cannot sit through performances.   
 Please remember that we want the performance conditions to be optimal for our stars on stage!  We thank you 
in advance for your cooperation. 

New York State Math Assessment 

 All students will be taking the New York State Math Assessment from May 5 through May 7.  Students should 
be prepared with several sharpened # 2 pencils.  Students must also bring a calculator.   

New York State Field Test 
 On May 12, 2010, all students in grades 3-8 will be taking the English Language Arts and 
Mathematics Field Tests.  This field test will include a section with English Language Arts questions followed by a sec-
tion with mathematics questions. Students will not be allowed to use calculators for the field test. Students in grade 7 
will be provided a ruler and a protractor. 
 Students should be prepared with several sharpened #2 pencils. The field test will be in addition to the regu-
larly scheduled assessments. 

The Budget Vote 
 The Budget  Vote will take place on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at the high school from 7:00 am – 10:00 pm.  There 
will be a snack vote from 3:00 to 9: 00 pm for  the primary /elementary schools. 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ATHLETICS 

 
 
Dear 6th & 7th Grade Parents and Athletes, 

I hope that you and your family are enjoying a wonderful school year.  This year we are asking that all current 
6th & 7th Grade Parents and their Athletes attend our “Middle School Athletic Orientation Meeting” which will be held 
at the Garden City High School on May 12th, 2010 starting at 6:00PM. The meeting is designed to provide you with the 
information that you and your athlete will need in order to have a very enjoyable and successful sports career at the 
Garden City Middle School. 

 Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Michael Tullo 
Garden City Middle School Athletic Director 
 
Phone: 516-478-3000 Ext. 5 
tullom@gcufsd.net 

 

Meeting Agenda: 

6:00 –7:00PM: “Meet the Coaches” 

The “Meet the Coaches” section of the evening will take place starting at 6:00PM.  The coaches will be assigned to class-
rooms throughout the high school by sport and will be able to provide you with their team’s criteria and answer any 
questions that you may have with regards to their program. 
 
7:00–8:30PM: “Orientation Meeting” 
 
The mandatory “Orientation Meeting” will take place starting at 7:00pm in the Garden City High School Auditorium.  
The purpose of this meeting is to give a detailed orientation of the expectations and requirements for the Garden City 
Middle School Athletic Program.  We will also be conducting a Positive Coaches Alliance Workshop to inform both 
parents and athletes on the philosophies that we try to follow as a district with regards to sportsmanship and competi-
tion. 

Nancy Kalafus 

District Director of Physical  
Education and Athletics 

Michael Tullo 

Middle School Athletic Coordinator 
tullom@gcufsd.net 

516-478-3000 Ext. 5 

Lisa Soviero 

Middle School Athletic Secretary 
sovierol@gcufsd.net 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Science Research Elective Class 
 The primary goal of our Science Research Elective is to further encourage a stu-
dent’s personal understanding and love for all fields of science.   
 This is the place where they can find the time to generate ideas and explore them 
while interacting with peers that share a common interest - whether it is already developed 
or newly being discovered.  Science skills are nurtured through hands-on science projects of 
their own design.  It is a place for students to extend their formal science education by us-
ing their minds and imaginations and many times challenged by entering various competi-
tions. These activities also help them discover natural cross-disciplinary connections to his-
tory, language and fine arts and mathematics. 
 Students may choose any number of paths to build their scientific confidence.  They 

may take the route of competitions, lab experimentation, independent research and discussions.  Presently our students 
have channeled their interests into such diverse contests such as The National Geographic Kids Ocean Flag Design Con-
test,  The Kids Know It Network Science Photography Contest, Neuroscience for Kids Poetry Contest, The Ocean Pals 
Digital Imaging Contest, and The Ocean Pals International Student Poster Contest to name a few.  The Middle School 
website lists many science related activities that students (not necessarily enrolled in this class)  may look at to find 
what they are interested in pursuing on their own!   
  Also the class has been collaborating with Science Research Students from the High School.  The experiment 
studies the effect of music on children and young adults with Autism.  The High School students’ project is to be an 
entry in the Intel Science Talent Search Competition.  This way students are introduced to and practice skills such as 
analytical thinking, experimenting, research and communications that can be transferred to a real world setting, help-
ing them in high school and beyond.  All this, as well as simply having a great time with their friends!   

Middle School Science Olympiad Team Members Win Honors! 

 Garden City’s Middle School  Science Olympiad team at-
tended the regional competition on Saturday, March 6th, held at CP 
Weber Middle School in Port Washington, New York.  The team of 
nine students entered in twelve events that day.  Sixth-graders 
Tommy Graham and Grant Hennenberger  won 1st Place in the 
“Helicopter Event”.  Another sixth-grader Dessie DiMino  received 
honorable mention in the “Junkyard Challenge”.  Congratulations  
also go to the other  team members  for their contribution to the 
team’s overall  ranking score.   All have displayed great sportsman-
ship and were excellent school ambassadors to the other schools 
from Western Long Island.  Aiden Polke-Elevated Bridge Building and Meteorology; Tommy Van Noy-Meteorology 
and Car of Tomorrow  (Maglev);  Stephanie Zaferiou-Anatomy and Car of Tomorrow;  Jennifer Itty and Claudia 
Schultz teamed up for Solar System,  Dynamic Planet and Ecology Events; and Brian Sclafani competed in Bio-Process 
and Fossils. 
 It’s not too early!  Anyone interested in being part of the fun for next year can come visit in Room 244 any 
morning and find out about the other events you can compete in.  Come find your passion for science as these students 
have! 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Sixth Graders Research & Report on Current Environmental Issues 
 The sixth grade students have been engaged in science research this 
month.  Topics covered environmental issues such as electronic waste, acid rain, 
global warming, air pollution and oil spills.  The students read materials from 
books and internet sources and produced original research papers.  They further 
developed their skills of note taking, organizing information and compiling a 
works-cited page.  Each student explored the issue at hand, where in the world 
the issue was occurring, its environmental impact and possible solutions.  The 
children could relate to the topics and were enthusiastic to share possible solu-
tions and to encourage others to do their part to help the environment. 

DNA Extraction Executed in the Science Wing of the Middle School! 
 Scientists from The Dolan DNA Center in Cold Spring Harbor visited our middle school again 
this year. It is a highly anticipated annual event brought to us through the generous support of our dis-
trict’s  administration. 
 The visiting educators met with Ms. Burkett’s, Mr. Czachor’s, Ms. Wilk’s, and Dr. Zaferiou’s 
Seventh grade science classes over the course of four days. The students were quite excited and were not 
disappointed. It was a meaningful real world experience. The students were introduced to the genetics 
unit with their science teachers and so the students were quite eager to get their “hands-on some DNA!” 
They were then guided in mastering basic laboratory extraction techniques by our visiting scientists.  
Many had questions about careers in genetics, medical research, and forensics. 
  At last their final product of visible strands of DNA  was met with jubilant shouts of sheer ex-
citement and delight! The day’s experiment was truly a success!  Watson & Crick (as well as Rosalind 
Franklin, as the students will tell you) would be proud of our budding scientists! 

Team Fuchsia CSI Team Day 
 On Friday, March 26th, students on The Team of the Fuchsia (7C) worked as “CSI 
Investigators” for Team Day.  They had to solve the mystery of the missing Lowell Mill 
Factory girl.  They were briefed on the case by special agent Anthony Lacarozza of the 
United States Secret Service,  a role played by Nick Mascitti.   
 Mary Driscoll, a worker in the Lowell Mill Factory vanished after lunch.  Evidence 
found at the crime scene included footprints, fingerprints, hair samples, “bloodied” 
clothes and fibers, and smudges of an unknown origin found on counterfeit bills.  Using 
their detective notepad and working with background information and possible motives,  

students formed their hypotheses.  Working in groups students  tested their samples in various “science laboratories” 
to gather their data.  They performed mathematical calculations and analyses of footprint patterns, DNA matching of 
hair samples, blood typing, fingerprinting, and paper chromatography.   
 Each group then presented their conclusions of “who did it” based on the evidence.  The “investigators” en-
joyed applying their skills and knowledge across the various disciplines of social studies, science, mathematics, and 
language arts based in a real-world scenario. 



American Association of Teachers of Italian Poetry Contest 
 On  March 19, 2010, nine students from Mrs. Sorace’s and Mrs. Caruthers’ 7th and 8th grade Italian classes par-
ticipated in a poetry contest sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of Italian.   This was truly a special 
event.  Students in levels 1 through 5 Italian, from all over Long Island, participated and recited poems written by 
Dante, Petrarca, D’Annunzio and many other poets.  Our students did an awesome job and we even had some win-
ners!  Nicholas Vernice won fourth place for his recitation of Carnevale and he was awarded a beautiful lanyard with the 
medal of Dante Alighieri, the Father of the Italian language.  Nicole Crilly, won third place, for her recitation of La Be-
fana.  She was awarded a plaque and a certificate.  Congratulazioni!                                                                                        
 Other students who participated were  Amanda D’Antone, Stephen D’Antonio, ,  Emily Fallon, Samantha  Gil-
bert, Nicole Nuzzolo , Anne Ostrowski and  Elisa Pittella.  Each received a certificate of participation.                              
 All of these students are to be commended for a job well done.  For level 1 students this is a new and exciting 
experience.  We are happy they expressed interest in trying it again next year! Magnifico! 

IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Teachers Receive Tenure 
Several  teachers  were awarded tenure at a ceremony in the Garden City High School Library on Monday, 

April 19, 2010.  Congratulations to Melina Mendelson, Tara Nakutavicius, Lori Rousku, John Paul Camilleri, Jeanne 
Colwell, Ashley Dilworth, Danielle Goodwin, Amanda Holleran, Marisa Semmel-Reichman, Thomas Skrivanek, 
and Alison Wallace.  We wish them a rewarding and prosperous career in Garden City! 

Coming Soon - Anti-Bullying Club Expo 
Students in the Anti-Bullying Club are busy preparing for this year's ABC Expo.  Exhibits include anti-bullying 

sculptures made from various Home Base classes.  It will also include a Haiti Relief Fund Table.  In addition, students 
will have the opportunity to participate in the game Survivor and create artwork for this year's school-wide col-
lage.  Sound like fun?  Join Ms. Greenwald and her ABC students in the library on June 2 and 3.  While visiting, don't 
forget to vote.  The winner of the sculpture contest will receive a free pizza party. 

8th Grade Student Jennifer Leary Receives Letter from President Obama  
 Mrs. Vitucci's eighth grade classes studied the Progressive Era and were asked to write a letter to the President 
of the United States.  The assignment asked the students to evaluate the needs of the Garden City community and how 
the President may be able to address these needs.  The students were given the option to mail their letter to the Presi-
dent.  Jennifer Leary wrote and mailed her letter to President Barack Obama.  In Jennifer's letter she discusses her per-
sonal struggle with an injury she incurred and the vast amount of medical expenses her family has had to pay.  This 
past month, Jennifer Leary received a handwritten letter from President Obama.  Jennifer and her classmates learned 
that children have the opportunity to have a voice in their country and government. 
 According to ABC News,  “Everyday President Obama is handed a special purple folder.  The folder contains 
ten letters, and every day President Obama takes time to read them. Some of these, maybe two or three each day, the 
President responds to in his own hand.”  The response to Jennifer was: 
 

Dear Jennifer- 

 Thanks for the letter!  It’s cause of folks like you that we passed health care reform-hopefully it will ease  

the burdens of a lot of people. 

 Be well, and  work hard in school. 

    Barak Obama 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Ms. Rousku’s Art Corner 
 

Garden City Historical Society’s Fifth Annual Juried Art    
Reception and Awards Presentation   

 A reception was held at the Garden City Historical Society Museum to recog-
nize the winners of  this year’s art contest “Landscapes of Garden City.” Sunday, 
April 11, from 1-4 pm. All artist’s drawings were displayed  at the Museum on      
Saturday and Sunday, April 10-11 and 17-18. 
      

Congratulations to the winners: 

1st Place – Alyssa Leopizzi 

2nd Place - Alexander Franco 

Honorable Mention – Kyle Martis 

 Students worked on their beautiful landscape drawings and watercolor paintings in Ms. Rousku’s seventh 
grade art class. Students selected a historic landscape site and used photographic  references for their final piece. 
Each student chose a different media to develop and express his or her visual ideas. The students developed a 
connection to their community and an appreciation for the architectural and historical art that exists around Gar-
den City.  We are very proud of all the hard work and creativity among our Garden City Middle School students.  

 
 
 

8th Grade Art Show 
 This month 8th grade art students were excited to participate in their annual 8th grade art show. Students 
learned how to create a self-portrait tile using clay in class. To finish their pieces,  they painted their tiles based on 
an artist or particular style they chose and researched. Students learned how to appreciate while working in the 
style they chose.  
 The unveiling of these beautiful tiles took place during a reception on April 21  at 7 pm. Other  8th grade 
artwork was displayed. These tiles will be permanently installed on a  wall in the Garden City Middle School for 
all parents, teachers, and students to see for many years to come. The Fine Arts Department is very proud of all 
the hard work and talent of this years 8th grade students! 
 

 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Math Olympiads 
 The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools 
(MOEMS) was held on Wednesday, March 10, 2010.  Our school. Score (total of the top 10) for out 6th 
Grade Olympians was 38 of a possible 50. Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olym-
pians was 36 of a possible 50. 
 

                                                                                There was only one perfect score. 
Yianni Flouskakos 

 Six students had four correct: 
Chris Dorizas, Joseph Fulgieri, Zachary Lambraia, Yang Liu, 

Andreas Petrides, and Jack Roscoe 

Listed here are the scores for the students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Yang Liu – 1st place 

Yianni Flouskakos and Zachary Lambraia – (tie) 2nd place 
Joseph Fulgieri – 3rd place 

 
Congratulations to all Math Olympians!! 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 MEET 5 TOTAL 

Yang Liu Drogin 4 5 5 5 4 23 

Yiaani Flouskakos Hakes 3 5 4 5 5 22 

Zachary Lambraia Hakes 5 4 4 5 4 22 

Joseph Fulgieri Giangrande 3 4 4 5 4 20 

Julianne Griffith Giangrande 5 3 4 5 2 19 

Andreas Petrides Nardone 4 4 2 5 4 19 

Ryan Brown Hakes 5 3 3 3 3 17 

Jack Roscoe Orrego 2 3 5 3 4 17 

Chris Dorizas Orrego 2 4 3 3 4 16 

Jake Curry Drogin 3 2 3 4 3 15 

Morgan Hermann Giangrande 4 2 3 4 2 15 

Jack Riceman Orrego 1 2 4 5 3 15 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 
   

  The Fairy-Tale Detectives (The Sisters Grimm Series #1) 
By Michael Buckley 
 
In book one of this bestselling series, sisters Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with 
their mysterious grandmother, Relda Grimm. The sisters learn they are descendants of 
the Brothers Grimm, whose famous book of fairy tales is actually a collection of case files. 
The girls are the latest in a long line of fairy-tale detectives, and their new hometown is 
filled with Everafters (as magical folks like to be called)-some good and some very, very 
bad. When a mysterious Everafter sets a giant loose on the town, it's up to the Sisters 
Grimm to save the day. 

      

 
  

  

  The Last of the High Kings 
by Kate Thompson 
 
Traveling to the land of eternal youth was the only way J.J. Liddy could stop time from 
leaking from his world to T'ir na n'Og. But fifteen years after returning from the land of 
the faeries, J.J. wonders if that long-ago visit is responsible for the strange things now 
happening to those around him. 

Why does his daughter Jenny roam barefoot through the wilds, when she should be in 
school? When did the mysterious white goat begin to patrol the hillside? What is the se-
cret project that J.J.'s son Donal is attempting? And who is the ghost guarding the stone 
beacon at the top of the mountain—and why has Jenny befriended him? 

Finding answers to these questions will take J.J. and his family on the most important and 
dangerous journey of their lives. If they fail, it will undo all the good that J.J. accom-
plished fifteen years ago. But if they succeed, they will defeat the forces that are gathering 
to destroy all of mankind, and finally secure the future of the last of the high kings. 

      

 
  

  

  

  Johnny and the Bomb 
By Terry Pratchett 
 
Johnny Maxwell has a knack for being in the wrong place at the wrong time. This has 
never been more true than when he finds himself in his hometown on May 21, 1941, over 
forty years before his birth! 

An accidental time traveler, Johnny knows his history. He knows England is at war, and 
he knows that on this day German bombs will fall on the town. It happened. It's history. 
And as Johnny and his friends quickly discover, tampering with history can have unpre-
dictable—and drastic—effects on the future. 

But letting history take its course means letting people die. What if Johnny warns some-
one and changes history? What will happen to the future? If Johnny uses his knowledge 
to save innocent lives by being in the right place at the right time, is he doing the right 
thing? 

Mixing nail-biting suspense with outrageous humor, Terry Pratchett explores a classic 
time-travel paradox in Johnny Maxwell's third adventure. 


